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Welcome!
We’re glad you’re reading this guide to learn a little more

about Top Achievers Foundation. We’re eager to show you 
what we’ve been doing for Collin County students since 1996.

Table of
Contents

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11

Who We Are
Our Programs
Our Impact
Our Successes
Our Alumni
Board of Directors
Our Mentors
Ways to Give
Contact Us



3

Who
We Are It started with a vow to God. If the life of his critically ill young son was saved, 

Lawrence Mann pledged to spend the rest of his life investing in youth.

Lawrence created Top Achievers Foundation in 1996. For more than two de-
cades, the 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization has inspired and empowered stu-
dents to live a lifestyle of high achievement. Through after-school education 
and coaching in STEAM, esports, financial literacy and basketball, as well as 
mentorship from area leaders, Top Achievers prepares students for success 
in college and beyond. Scholarships enable the participation of economically 
disadvantaged youth because we believe all kids deserve a chance.

We make an investment into every Top Achievers student. We want to see 
them succeed after high school graduation, and help provide them with the 
resources to do so. Ninety five percent of our students go on to attend col-
lege. Our alumni include professional athletes, leaders of charitable organiza-
tions, government officials, and corporate professionals. 

It started with a vow

Inspiring,Transforming,

     and Empowering Students

to Live a Lifestyle of 

            High Achievement.
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STEAM
Top Achievers’ no-cost STEAM 
program uses science, tech-
nology, engineering, arts and 
mathematics as access points 
for guiding student inquiry, 
dialogue and critical thinking.

Our
Programs

We take seriously our job of raising the next generation of world changers, and we 
know that greatness lives within all students. We understand that no two kids are 

alike, and we work to assess, expose and direct their unique strengths.

We take seriously

Basketball
Top Achievers’ basketball 
program  is about igniting a 
passion, belonging to a team, 
building self-esteem, and 
learning good sportsmanship, 
teamwork and leadership – all 
skills that will help students 
compete at the highest level of 
their ability.

Esports

Top Achievers’ esports program 
integrates gameplay strategies 
with a complete social and 
emotional learning program 
that teaches students to be 
effective communicators, 
teammates and leaders.  

Financial Literacy
Top Achievers’  no-cost finan-
cial literacy program connects 
students with professionals 
that help develop knowledge, 
skills and behaviors needed 
to manage financial resources 
effectively.

Mentorship
Top Achievers’ no-cost mentor-
ship program develops char-
acter and leadership skills in 
students through a strengths-
based approach that incorpo-
rates informal discussions and 
activity-based learning.
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  Our
Impact

   All kids deserve a chance. This principle has guided Top Achievers 
Foundation since 1996, and it’s the reason why we are 

dedicated to making our programs accessible to all youth, 
regardless of race, gender, socioeconomic status or level of ability.

All kids deserve

20
Approximate number of 
scholarships awarded

to economically 
disadvantaged 

Top Achievers’ students 
every school year

$1,740
Scholarship amount 

awarded per 
Top Achievers’ student

in 2021-2022
school year

$34,800
Total scholarship 

amount awarded to 
Top Achievers’ students 

in 2021-2022
school year

35-45%
of Top Achievers’

students receive a 
need-based scholarship 

each school year

More than

$500,000
Total scholarship 

amount awarded to
economically disadvantaged 

Top Achievers’ students 
since 1996
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100%
of Top Achievers’

students graduate
high school

95%
of Top Achievers’
students go on to 

attend college

78%
of Top Achievers’

students graduate
from college

75%
of Top Achievers’
students are an 
ethnic minority

170
approximate number of 
volunteers supporting

Top Achievers

Top Achievers’ alumni have attended:
Harvard University

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
University of Notre Dame

University of Texas
Southern Methodist University

University of Arkansas
Oklahoma State University

The University of Oklahoma
Stephen F. Austin State University

Collin College

Our
Successes

Our ultimate objective is to develop inspired young adults 
prepared to succeed in college and beyond. Top Achievers 

has delivered measurable outcomes for more than two decades.

Our ultimate objective
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Payal Elete
Graduate in Business Honors and 

Finance, University of Texas
Entrepreneurship Scholarship 

Recipient

“On the court, I had to learn 
how to play with and lead my 

teammates to win games, 
while off the court, Top 

Achievers gave me many 
volunteer opportunities that 

allowed me to grow into 
a leader.”

Kayci Prince
Mayor Pro Tem, Plano City Council
Regional Director of Marketing and 

PR, Baylor Scott & White Health

“Every time I went to Top 
Achievers, the coaches 

believed in me and pushed 
me. Learning to give my best 
on days when it was hard is 

an invaluable skill that helps 
me every day now as a mom, 

employee and community 
leader.”

Travis Boothe
Managing Director, Cushman & 

Wakefield
CoreNet Dallas Commercial Real 
Estate Young Leader of the Year

“I was always undersized 
compared to my competitors 

in most sports. With Top 
Achievers, I learned to 

develop a mental edge and 
skill set that allowed me to be 

elite and compete at all 
levels. That same mental 

edge and focus on skill set has 
allowed me to advance my 

career to the next level.”

Prince Ibeh
Professional Athlete

Big 12 Defensive Player of the Year 

Academic All-American

 “Top Achievers challenged me 
to pursue excellence in what-
ever I was doing, and taught 

me that pursuing excellence is 
actually just giving your best 
effort at all times. TA helped 

me reach my goal of becoming 
a professional basketball 

player, but the attributes I’ve 
developed there will help me 

throughout my life.”

Our
Alumni

        Top Achievers’ alumni include professional athletes, leaders of 
charitable organizations, government officials, corporate professionals, and 

high-achieving students who credit our organization with their success.

Top Achievers’ alumni
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Anthony Samuel

Board of 
Directors

        Our best-in-class board of directors represents diverse 
industries and diverse cultural backgrounds, which allows 

Top Achievers Foundation to best guide students toward success.

Our best-in-class

Daniel Labroad Carmin Brown

Malcolm Mann

M. Stephanie Urano

image not available

Kevin L. BurnettJohn M. Kuykendall

Derek Martin

Dr. Linda PatrickKevin O. Davis Dhara Avila

Lawrence Mann
Chairman

Christian Davis
Secretary

Randall Nelson
Treasurer

Bobby Rollins
Vice Chairman
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Saben Lee
Professional basketball player, 

Detroit Pistons

Charles Kim
CEO and founder, 

Crave Global

Osa Odighizuwa
Professional football player,

Dallas Cowboys

Floyd Jahner
Former COO and CFO,

Dallas Mavericks

Lael C. Melville
CEO, The Randolph W. and 

Dr. Lael C. Melville Family Foundation

Jalen Brunson
Professional basketball player, 

NY Knicks

Jaden Hardy
Professional basketball player, 

Dallas Mavericks

Shelley Strickland
Award-winning marketing 

and sales professional

Angela Tucker
District judge, 

199th District Court

Our
Mentors      Our program mentors are comprised of more than 100 professionals 

from a wide variety of fields that donate their time and expertise to helping 
students navigate their unique path to success.

Our program mentors
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Why give?
Your support of Top Achievers Foundation creates a powerful ripple effect

that positively impacts each student, their immediate circle 
and the larger community around them.

When you invest in Top Achievers, you are:
• Giving youth life-changing opportunities, regardless of race, gender, socioeconomic status or level of ability.

• Saving youth who are at risk of becoming disconnected from their school and the community. 
• Supporting scholarships that enable the participation of economically disadvantaged youth.

• Investing in a smarter workforce that is better prepared for jobs of the future.
• Changing the future.

Mentor: Mentors will help students 
find confidence, make smarter 
choices, and build relationships.

> Apply to be a mentor:
topachieversplano.org/mentorship

Volunteer: Volunteers are essential to 
the mission of Top Achievers. The best 
volunteers are people eager to use their 
skills to better a student.
> Email to volunteer:
lawrencemann@topachieversplano.org

Donate: As little as $25 provides one hour of 
basketball or esports coaching for a student. 
There are many ways to donate: employee 
giving, matching gifts, memorial giving and more.
> Make a financial donation:
topachieversplano.org/donate

3 WAYS TO GIVE

   Ways to
Give 

https://topachieversplano.org/mentorship/
mailto:lawrencemann%40topachieversplano.org?subject=Interested%20in%20volunteering%20for%20Top%20Achievers
https://topachieversplano.org/donate/
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Contact
Us

Mailing Address:
Top Achievers Foundation

P.O. Box 863501 Plano, TX 75075

Executive Director:
Lawrence Mann

lawrencemann@topachieversplano.org
214-924-0644

topachieversplano.org

Facebook

Instagram

Youtube

https://topachieversplano.org/
https://www.facebook.com/topachieversplano
https://www.instagram.com/topachieversusa/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOR9oNkdyG3l_Sqq6GdcuGQ

